The Santa Barbara Channel island of 3 Wi'ma, or “driftwood”,
was a favorite place to find the redwood logs which drifted down
from the Northwest coast. Because of it's length and bouyancy, ; ———

Redwood is still the preferred wood for building a tomol. m——— —_—
A tomol is the traditional plank canoe of the Chumash Native Americans who navigate — -
along the Central and Southern California coast and among the channel islands. In the um B Sy
past, these tomols allowed for extensive trade, fishing and travel. Today, these tomols N “

continue to be built and navigated by the Chumash people. Some of the names of our
tomols are listed below, and more are being constructed as you read this...

A tomol can reach lengths of between 8 to 30 feet. Today, the highest recorded
speed of a tomol is 9.3 knots, a speed created by the combined efforts of the men
and women who pull their double-bladed paddles through the water. Look for us
on the ocean!

Helek (perigrine falcon) ~ completed 1976 “Elye’wun (swordfish) ~ completed 1997
*Alolk’oy (doiphin) ~ completed 1996 13a Kowo¢ (glistening salmon) ~ completed 2007 Little Sister - completed 2010
Yuxnuc - 1996 i i (deap memory) 2010

Little Sister

1834: Palatino Saqt’ele and the Brotherhood-
of-the-Tomol

When a tomol is to be built, they select a man of great
valor and one who has fulfilled all of his obligations to the

September 8, 2001: The Crossing of the
’Elye’wun to the island of Limuw

The 'Elye'wun was the first tomol to be owned by the
Chumash community in over 100 years. She was completed

BROTHERHOOD=OF=FHE=TONMOI

The Brotherhood-of-the-Tomol, highly respected keepers of our tomols,
have always been part of the history of our people. Only a few of the old
names were recorded:

“Aliseyu José Palatino Sagt'ele
Almuastro Ignacio Pénfilo Tomolelu
Alsenio Ivén José Piyaraut

Américo Kaku'araut | silkiset

Bernardino "Alamshalaliw Laudenzio Silverio Konoyo
Bernardino Pashe Leandro ‘Alow José Sudén Kemuliyatset
Juan Cansio Liwinaishu Sulupivauset

José Carlos Fernando Librado Kitsepawit Sulwasunaytset

José Diego Lorenzo Teodoro Piyokal
Ebaristo José Antonio Mamerto Kitsepawit Timiyaqaut

Felipe "Alilulay Odén Marfa Tomds Chnawaway
Francisco Mateqai José Venadero Silinahuwit
Francisco Kuliwit Mauricio Vicente Qolog
Francisco To'goch Millin Ysidro

Juan Francisco Mushu

Juaquin Paisano

1976 BROTHERHOOD-OF-THE-TOMOL

Manuel Estrada Frank Gutierrez Frank Gutierrez, Jr. John Gutierrez
Akhewo Kuic Tomoloc Sespi

Y s

Joseph Estrada
Thot

Raymond Gutierrez Victor Gutierrez

John Ruiz White Bear
Chechihoh Slo'w Thothok b i

When Palating’s tomol
was in danger at sea,
a peregine falcen led
him safely to shore.

Brotherhood-of-the-Temal. This man they make Captain.
Such a man was Palatino Saqt'ele. One day, Palatino and
his men took the last two tomols to the sea to go fishing.
Disaster struck, and a storm sank one tomol and crashed the
other, killing many of Palatino’s men. Palatino called the

Bro of-the-Tomol together in y with much
sadness and said:

“I say to you now that I cannot fulfill my obligations
to the Brotherhood. Now is the end, for there is no one
else who will baild a tomol. They are all dead - those
brave men who navigated the sea. I say clearly that
the time has come when the tomol Brotherhood has
ended. And so it was.”

1913 to 1915: Fernando Librado Kitsepawit

brings the tomol knowledge to life

Fernando Librado Kitsepawit brought tomol knowledge to

life with his recollections of his family’s participation in the old
f-the-Tomol. Kitsep, built a tomol for the

San Diego World Expo and J.P. Harrington recorded the

process for future generations. It was the notes from this

tomol that brought the tomol culture forward into contemporary

time, when the Helek was built in 1976 and a new

Brotherhood-of-the-Tomol was formed.

1976: The New Brotherhood-of-the-Tomol

and the Helek

The first modern tomol was built and launched in 1976 as.
a result of a joint venture between the Quabajai Chumash
of The Coastal Band of the Chumash Mation and the Santa
Barbara Museum of Natural History. The tomol's name is
Helek, a Chumash word for peregrine falcon. The Brother-
hood-of-the-Tomol was revived and her crew navigated the
rough waters around the Santa Barbara Channel Islands
on a historic eleven day journey throughout these islands.
These members of the Brotherhood-of-the-Tomol have our
community's deepest respect, and are honored to this day.

in 1997 under the leadership of the Chumash Maritime
Association and many respected Chumash artists, who
donated nine months of their time to craft the "Elye‘wun.

1n 2001, the 'Elye'wun left Channel Islands Harbor on Saturday,
September 8 at 3:45am. She traveled first to "Anyapax
(Anacapa Island) and then continued to the east end of
Limuw (Santa Cruz Island) where she was welcomed home
with ceremony by more than 125 members of the Chumash
‘community encamped at Scorpion Ranch. Since then, the
Crossing to Limuw has become an annual homecoming for
our Chumash community.
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TOMOL STORIES

Visit the Syuxtun Story Circle, a 20-foot
circular tile mosaic located across from
Ambassador Park on Cabrillo Blvd in Santa
Barbara. The mosaic tells stories of the
tomols and other Chumash history.




